Placental-type plasminogen activator inhibitor in preeclampsia.
The present cross-sectional study in patients with preeclampsia and gestational hypertension and in gestational age-matched controls was undertaken to investigate further the fibrinolytic system in these conditions. In preeclampsia we observed increased levels of total plasminogen activator inhibitor (p less than 0.001) but low levels of placental-type plasminogen activator inhibitor (p less than 0.05) compared with controls. The levels of placental-type plasminogen activator inhibitor were even more reduced (p less than 0.002) in pregnancies with a poor fetal outcome. It is concluded that placental-type plasminogen activator inhibitor does not contribute to the increased levels of total plasminogen activator inhibitor activity in preeclampsia. Placental-type plasminogen activator inhibitor levels correlated significantly with birth weight and placenta weight and may therefore reflect placental function.